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WHAT DATA 
TO COLLECT?

• Cross-system data

• Cross-process data

• Reasonable in terms of privacy
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Active Window 

Tracking using 

Tockler

• Automatically records active 

windows

• Records app, window title, start 

time, and end time

• Option to export locally to csv

• Open source, lightweight





OUR APPROACH
Exploratory case study in our research group



Data collection
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December ‘22

- Tool selection

Jan – Feb ‘23

- Data collected and 
assessed by researcher 
1

- Technical instructions

- Consent form

March ‘23

- Data collected by 10 
participants

April – May ‘23

- Labelling and analysis 
by two participants

30 May ‘23

- Focus group to discuss 
opportunities





App Type Title Begin End
Activity

Case

Google Chrome AppTrackItem New Tab - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:51

28-3-2023 

10:51

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem EasyChair Home Page - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:51

28-3-2023 

10:51

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem Your Projects - Overleaf, Online LaTeX Editor - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:51

28-3-2023 

10:51

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem Log in to EasyChair - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:51

28-3-2023 

10:51

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem Iris Beerepoot, Welcome to EasyChair! - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:51

28-3-2023 

10:51

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem Paper 106 - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:51

28-3-2023 

10:52

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem Update or Upload Files for Paper 106 - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:52

28-3-2023 

10:52

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Google Chrome AppTrackItem

Research Paper - A Peek Into The Working Day - Hajo - Iris - Tea -

Online LaTeX Editor Overleaf - Google Chrome

28-3-2023 

10:52

28-3-2023 

10:57

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Adobe Acrobat AppTrackItem

Research_Paper___A_Peek_Into_The_Working_Day___Hajo___Iris___T

ea (4).pdf - Adobe Acrobat Pro (32-bit)

28-3-2023 

10:57

28-3-2023 

10:57

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Adobe Acrobat AppTrackItem Save as PDF

28-3-2023 

10:57

28-3-2023 

10:57

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques

Adobe Acrobat AppTrackItem Save As

28-3-2023 

10:57

28-3-2023 

10:57

Adapting the publication following 

responses from reviewers and fellow 

researchers RCIS paper on recording techniques



RESULTS
Analysis and opportunities



Reviewing 
individual papers
Case notion = individual papers



Program 
Committee work
Case notion = conference



Comparing work 
practices
Case notion = conference



Working across 
systems
Switching back and forth between 
Word, Chrome and Acrobat / Evernote, 
Acrobat and Edge



A day in the life of 
an academic
Case notion = 1 day of 1 researcher



Opportunities of AWT

1.

Recording of 
previously-
unrecorded work 
practices

2. 

Exposing the 
relations between 
processes

3. 

Navigating across 
levels of granularity
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WHAT’S NEXT
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• Automatic labelling

• Anonymisation of titles

• Combination with other data

(location, wearables, …)

• Making sense of the information

(-> Tiramisù framework!)

Join us! tinyurl.com/ActiveWindowTracking



THANK YOU
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Iris Beerepoot

i.m.beerepoot@uu.nl

www.irisbeerepoot.com
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